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Complete install packages are available from Moodle. org's Windows download page and from 
bitnami (for newer Windows versions). The packages are designed for new installations on a 
standalone computer. The complete install package can be used on a server, but it is not 
recommended that it be used as a production site. Please note Moodle.org's Standard install 
packages only contain the Moodle code. 

This document provides instructions for using the Windows packages. Separate instructions are 
available for Mac OS X packages. 

The complete install packages allow Moodle to be installed, along with the prerequisites that 
includes a web server, Apache, database, MySQL, scripting language, PHP, an administration tool, 
phpMy Admin and Moodle all wrapped in the Xampp-lite shell. Several versions of the complete 
install package are available. The instructions on the download page provide guidance on which 
version is likely to be most suitable. 

In short, complete install packages are designed to create a matched Webserver and Moodle site on 
a standalone computer with minimal effort. 
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System requirements 

■ 256 MB RAM (minimum), 512 MB RAM (recommended) 

■ 160 MB free Fixed Disk (more space will be needed depending on user uploads) 

■ Windows 98/ME (minimum) 

■ Windows NT/2000/XP (recommended) - for later versions of Windows, see below. 

Port 80 Conflict if Skype is already installed 

As the Moodle Windows package uses the same port (80) as Skype does, it will not work if the 
computer has Skype already installed. 

The fix is very simple: Exit Skype (don't just close the window), then start the Moodle Windows 
package. Once Moodle for Windows is running, it should be safe to start Skype again. If the local 
Moodle is using the port 80, Skype will automatically select a different port when it is run. 

Vista and Windows 7/8 
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Many people have trouble installing the packages for Windows on Vista and Windows 7 or 
Windows 8. 

One simple solution is to use http://bitnami.org/stack/moodle (from amazon.com). 

Install complete package process 

The complete install package is a zip file that contains a Webserver called Apache, plus Moodle 
and Moodle's required MySQL database and PHP program. 

There are three basic parts to the this install process. 

1 . Download and unpack the complete install package. 

2. Start the Webserver. 

3. Install Moodle using a web browser. 

First create file structure 

Download the package 

Download Windows packed-zip file from Moodle. 

Tlj Moodle WindowsInstaller-latest-19.zip 56,302 KB WinZip File 

A downloaded complete install package Windows 1.9 zip file in Windows Explorer 



Unpack the package 

Unpack (extract files by clicking on) the zip file you downloaded to a drive or partition of your 
choice. The extract process will create three files ("Start Moodle", "Stop Moodle", and 
"README") and a subfolder called "server". 

■ Do NOT rename the "server" subfolder 

Note: There will also be a folder under this server subfolder, called \moodle that holds the 
Moodle program. 

TIP: Create a folder and extract the files there. For example, you might have one folder 
called Moodle254 and another one called Moodle281 for different versions or purposes. 

TIP: Make path to "server" subfolder simple. Best way if it will be in drive root. Like 
"D:\moodle281\server". A long path, especially with any strange symbols, can prevent 
XAMPP from working properly. 

Second - start the Webserver 

Now you are ready to start the Webserver. Use the "Start Moodle.exe" fde which you should find in 
the top directory. Once the "Start Moodle.exe" program is open, don't close it; use "Stop 
Moodle.exe" for that purpose. 

Note: These programs control both Apache and MySQL programs that operate the 
Webserver. Some sites will individually start and stop Apache and MySQL with the Xampp 
bat files found in the "server" subfolder. 
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Tip: Alternatively, on a standalone computer with several potential webservers that might be 
running, you can use the "xampp_restart.exe" file in the "server" subfolder. 

Tip: You can also add shortcuts to the commands that start and stop the site in your 
Windows "start" menu. 

Now you are ready to start the Moodle installation. 

Warning: Windows XP requires the msvcr71.dll library file in order to run Xampp. Installing 
the .Net 1.1 framework (not .Net 2.0 and upper) could resolve it. You can also search for the 
file on Google, download it and copy it into the server/apache/bin folder. 

Third - start Moodle installation 

Start your web browser and type localhost, or http://127.0.0.1 or http://localhost in the address bar. 
You will either start your first time Moodle installation or if it is already installed you will enter the 
Moodle site's Front Page or Login screen. 




Tip: After Moodle installs, put the site in your "favorites" or as a "bookmark" in you 
browser. 

Set language 

The initial install page will be displayed after you type "localhost". 
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Set initial language 



■ Choose your preferred language (English is used in this example) and click the “Next” 
button. 

Diagnostic results 

A diagnostic report is displayed - hopefully it will look like this, if not you may need to address 
some issues. 



TnoodJe Installation 
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https ://docs . m oodl e.org/29/en/Com pi etej nstal ljDackages_for_W i ndows 



5/14 



6/28/2015 



Complete install packages for Windows - MoodleDocs 

■ Click the “Next” button to continue. 

Moodle paths 

The paths for your Moodle installation are shown - if you are only using this as a local testing 
server, accept the ones that are shown on your screen. 

What you enter in the "Web Address" field depends on what you intend to use the new Moodle 
installation for. If you are just going to use it for local testing, then use 'http://localhosf. If you are 
going to test the new installation on a LAN, and will be accessing it from other machines on that 
LAN, then put the private IP address or network name of the serving machine, followed by a 
forward slash and moodle: Web Address - http://192.168.Ll/moodle If you are going to test the 
installation on the internet, then you will need to put the public ip address followed by a forward 
slash and moodle: http://your_ip_address/moodle or you can put your domain name here instead. 



ffaoodle Installation 

Pies si confirm he locations of this Moodiit installation 

Web Addrg-ss: Specrfj- the full web address where Maodle will be accessed. It your web site is accessible via multiple URLs [hem 
t hijijye the mast natural one 1 hat four studwrts would use. Do nut include a trailing slash. 

Mod rile Directory: Specify the full dire cl cry path fn this installation Make sure 1 he upper/lnwer case is corracl 

Data Directory; You heed a place where Moodle can save uploaded lilts. This directory should be readah le AND WRITE^BLE by the 
web server user (usually Viobody' or 'apache), but It should not bs accessible directly via the web 

Weir address |httpr/flucQlhns1 
Moodle Directory 

Data Di rudeiy |C tsa rva tfmoodledals 

« Previous | Next » | 

Installation paths 



■ Click the “Next” button to continue. 

Database configuration 

■ In the next fields, we enter the database settings. The fields are populated with some 
suggested values. 

■ We strongly recommend you place a user name and password in this screen. (Don't forget 
them). 

■ DO NOT USE THE “ROOT” USER WITHOUT A PASSWORD FOR PRODUCTION 
INSTALLATIONS AS THIS CREATES A SECURITY VULNERABILITY 
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ifmoodle Installation 



Now you need to configure the database settings where most Moodle data will be stored. This database will be cheated 
automatically by the installer v*th the settings specified helo™ 

Type; 5 red lo "mysql" by Ihe in?|glle-r 
Ho st: fixed to 'liwaihHft" by the installer 
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Type mysejl 
Hu6d Reiver laealhHl 

DifltubaNE jmtiOdl* 

Lfcffr ran-? 

Password 

7 a III si preli* jmdL 

t FTEMCsIi | NBKl > | 

Installation's database settings 



■ When the fields have been populated, click the “Next” button to continue. 

Check server 



The install process checks the server it installed. 




Installation 
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Check server environment screen 



■ Click the “Next” button to continue. 



Confirm initial language pack 
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Moodle will now check to see if the language pack is available for the language you selected at the 
first step. If it is not, Moodle will continue with the install in English. 



fnoodle 



Installation 



Download language pack 
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VouwM h-svp the opportune In download and install add: or *i language packs.) 



Yimj may continue Ihe installation process using Ihe default language pacK^Ennlis-fi 

(on r 



4 | 



i | 



Language pack check 



Confirm config.php 

Provided the Moodle folder is writable, a message confirming the configuration has been 



completed will be displayed. 




fnoodle 


Installation 


C nnfiguralion rompleled 

Moodle made an aiiumpCto save your ccmfiguraliop m .a file in Pie mol of you* Moodle iniSHHrUM. 

Lunfig php has b e* t; ri successfully c leaile J 


LtyJr.w | 


Confirmation that config.php has been created 





■ Click the “ Continue” button to proceed. 



Moodle copyright & agreement 

The Moodle copyright / license notices are displayed. 



GPL License 

CiPl L lisinin 

Moadlv - Modular Obj tot -OTirrited Dynamic Lv-umin g Environment 
Copyright notice 

lopj^Kft i'C'i 1999 a ware s rJIalr C auq arras (hip iVtnocdt icsvn> 

ThS pro pram 1? Irprt HTtMT*; yW C^ mdfHHJli it PtfW mwJfty 
t under tJiE tens ci Ihc QHU OE'Kf ai Fvrl c Lkeme as pua ishc-d by 
ShtFrEE-aDiJwaiE FnindSian eiLhrr-vcnlDP 2 if Hie Lce’tse.ct 

istyour opOonQ ar* hiKWibR 
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MF RCHAN TAft LPY pr FITNESS FOR A PAPTICUjAP PURPOSE 

On IhE HnaJE Lrer^r IrfcnraLnr punrfcrUidElals 

cnttAJcenH 

Have- you re-ac Hiese ccnaiiii-ij and undETlEtd IJihti" 

Jnj j_hoJ 

Copyright notice and agreement 
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■ Click the “Yes” button to continue. 

Current release and unattended option 

The current release information is shown. Check off the unattended operations box. This will 
automatically advance through many screens. If you would like to watch the install screen by 
screen, do not check this box and be prepared to press the "continute button" many times. 

■ Click the "Continue" button and wait. 



Current release information 


Ciircent release infami-allon 






Moodie 19 . 2 + (Build: 2 C 080 S 0 S) 


For information adou this ^rgion ot Moodie, piease see the online Release Notes 




Unattended aperatian 




C affirm* j 


Current release and "unattended" 


check box 



Installation modules and blocks screens 

In most cases this will be followed by a series of screens that have a continue button on the bottom. 
This process stops with Admin user profile settings which needs to be fdled out. 

Administrator user profile 




Fill out the required fields. 

■ Click on "Save" to continue 

Front page settings 

The next screen is the Front Page settings page. There are two parts to it. The first part will ask for 
your Full site name and a short name for the navigation bar. There is also a place for a description. 
You can change these later. 
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The second part on the bottom instructs Moodle if you will disable the new user self authentication 
through email process. The default is to disable. This can be changed later in the site administration 
block. 



Ntw settings- - Maneg* iuthtrrticatlon 





rpbdfr Ld tw,r, D.afeli 
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? riprap shaft] n l>s dKafilsd v ImNri by wirg 










Determine if users can create their own profiles when they log onto the side via email 
self authentication 



■ Click on "Save changes" button to go to Moodle sites home page. 

Moodle on 

Now you are ready to Moodle ! 




The Site Administration block is on the left, the "Turn edit on" button in the upper right comer, 
withe the site description block just below it. 

Congratulations - Moodle has been installed 

This finishes the installation of a complete package. Type http://localhost (or what ever you set for 
web address earlier in the setup!) in your browser and Moodle will open. 
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Your next task will be to configure Moodle to meet your needs. Don't worry, it is easy to change 
any of the settings now that Moodle is up and running. 

■ Check Settings > Site administration for further links. 

More tips and cautions 

■ For installation on a Windows 2000 or Windows 2003 production server it is good practice 
to perform a manual install (see the manual installation section in Windows Installation). 

■ After installing the Windows package, you may wish to add additional contributed modules 
and plugins. Theset may involve more customization of configuration files. 

■ The latest complete install package version components, may not be backwardly compatible. 
Always check version compatibility of each component if you intend to develop materials on 
a later version of Moodle than the version installed on your "main" Moodle site. In short, 
complete install packages are designed for first time install on a "clean" machine. 

Security matters (A MUST READ!) 

As mentioned before, XAMPP is not meant for production use but only for developers in a 
development environment. The way XAMPP is configured is to be open as possible and allowing 
the developer anything he/she wants. For development environments this is great but in a 
production environment it could be fatal. Here a list of missing security in XAMPP: 

The MySQL administrator (root) has no password. The MySQL daemon is accessible via network. 
phpMy Admin is accessible via network. Examples are accessible via network. 

To fix most of the security weaknesses simply call the following URL: 

http ://localhost/security/ 

The root password for MySQL + phpMy Admin and also a XAMPP directory protection can be 
established here. 

Note that on the Windows installer package, some (all?) of these issues have been fixed already by 
default and the above link does not work. 

If in doubt, more info is here 

Apache and MySQL tweaks 

Most of the time it is not necessary to tweak Apache or MySQL after completing the complete 
install package. Nor is it necessary to individually start and stop them because that is what the 
Xampp_start, Xampp_restart and Xammp_stop files are for. 



Installing Apache and MySQL as services 

(This is only for NT4 | Windows 2000 | Windows XP operating systems) 
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\xampplite\apache\apache_installservice.bat = ==> Install Apache 2 as service 
\xampplite\apache\apache_uninstallservice.bat = ==> Uninstall Apache 2 as service 
\xampplite\mysql\mysql_installservice.bat = ==> Install MySQL as service 
\xampplite\mysql\mysql_uninstallservice.bat = ==> Uninstall MySQL as service 
==> After all Service (un)installations, please restart your system! 



Apache Notes 

You can use the apache_start and apache_stop bat files to start and stop apache from running. 
However the Xampp_start or Xampp_restart and Xampp_stop is recommended to turn on/off both 
Apache and MySQL. 

T roubleshooting 

If you find that Apache is very flaky, with the page often not loading properly or even at all 
(especially on localhost), try adding these lines to the end of 
C:\your_moodle_installer_directory\apache\conf\httpd.conf 



EnableSendfile Off 
EnableMMAP Off 
lAlin32DisableAcceptEx 



If You edit some .php files but browser still show old state of them, try to disable eAccelerator 
extension in \server\php\php.ini 



[eAccelerator] 
;extension=eaccelerator .dll 



MySQL notes 

Again, the recommendation to start and stop the entire Webserver is to use the xampp_start or 
Xampp_restart and the Xampp_stop. The following maybe useful if you wish to tweak the system 
further. Please be careful. 

(1) The MySQL server can be started by double-clicking (executing) mysql_start.bat. This file can 
be found in the same folder you installed xampp in, most likely this will be C:\xampplite\. The 
exact path to this file is X:\xampplite\mysql_start.bat, where "X" indicates the letter of the drive 
you unpacked xampp into.This batch file starts the MySQL server in console mode. The first 
intialization might take a few minutes. 

Do not close the DOS window or you'll crash the server! To stop the server, please use 
mysql shutdown.bat, which is located in the same directory. 

(2) To use the MySQL Daemon with " i n n odb" for better performance, please edit the "my" (or 
"my.cnf ') file in the /xampplite/mysql/bin directory or for services the c:\my.cnf for windows 
NT/2000/XP. In that director, activate the 
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innodb_data_f ile_path=ibdatal : 30M" 



statement. Attention, "innodb" is not recommended for 95/98/ME. 

To use MySQL as Service for NT/2000/XP, simply copy the "my" / "my.cnf ' fde to C:\my, 
or C:\my.cnf. Please note that this fde has to be placed in C:\ (root), other locations are not 
permitted. Then execute the "mysql_installservice.bat" in the mysql folder. 



(3) MySQL starts with standard values for the user id and the password. The preset user id is 
"root", the password is "" (= no password). To access MySQL via PHP with the preset values, 
you'll have to use the following syntax: 



;mysql_connect("localhost" j "root"., 



If you want to set a password for MySQL access, please use of mysqladmin. To set the password 
"secret" for the user "root", type the following: 



\xampplite\mysql\bin\mysqladmin -u root password secret 



After changing the password you'll have to reconfigure phpMyAdmin to use the new password, 
otherwise it won't be able to access the databases. To do that, open the file config.inc.php in 
\xampplite\phpmyadmin\ and edit the following lines: 



$cfg[ ' Servers '] [$i] [' user ' ] = 'root'; // MySQL user 

$cfg[ ' Servers '] [$i] [' auth_type ' ] = 'http'; // HTTP authentif icate 



So first the 'root' password is queried by the MySQL server, before phpMyAdmin may access. 



Have a lot of fun! Viel SpaB! Bonne Chance! 

See also 

■ Installation guide - Moodle 1 .9 for Windows on a USB Memory Stick 

■ Return to Windows installation 

■ Multiple web servers, on 1 computer similar to windows installation page, with some tips 

■ Troubleshootingif you are running Skype. 

■ Installing AMP lots of XAMPP stuff. XAMPP stands for X (cross platform), Apache, 
MySQL, PHP and Perl. XAMPP used in Moodle does not include Perl. MAMP stands for 
Mac, Apache, MySQL and PHP. 

■ Installation Package for OS X 
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This page was last modified on 1 January 2015, at 19:56. 

Content is available under GNU General Public License unless otherwise noted. 
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